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Tlie    Farm  Outlook  for  1938,  issued  each  j 

ea£byD£fe4     T937  * 

Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics,  was  male  craya^&thl&t  of  Agriculture 
early  in  November.    Mimeographed  copies  <  f  the  fol- 
lowing commodity  outlook  reports,  release  d  .on  Novenir  

ber  8,  may  be  obtained  on  request  to  t he  "Bttremr 


Truck  crops  for 
market 

General  summary 

Cabbage 
Cel  pry 
i  Onions 

Snap  beans 
Tomat  oe  s 
Watermelons 

This  issue  of  the  Situation  report  contains  excerts 
from  these  annual  outlook  reports  in  addition  to  a 
brief  discussion  of  changes  in  the  vegetable  situation 
during  the  past  month. 

Summary 

The  indicated  production  of  late  potatoes  dropped  nearly  7  million 
bushels  during  October,  reports  the  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics,  as  a 


Pot  atoes 
Sweetpotatoes 

Truck  crops  for 
manufacture : 

General  summary 
Green  peas 
Snap  beans 
Sweet  corn 
Tomatoes 


result  of  unfavorable  growing  conditions  during  the  latter  part  of  the  season. 
Market  prices  of  all  varieties  except  Russet  Burbanks  advanced  slightly  during 
the  last  half  of  October  and  the  first  half  of  November. 

Prices  of  sweetpotatoes  in  the  eastern  markets ,  following  their  normal 
seasonal  trend,  reached  the  season's  low  point  during  the  last  week  of  October 
ana.  advanced  slightly  during  the  first  2  weeks  of  November,  while  prices  in  the 


Middiewest  have  continued  downward  during  the  past  5  weeks. 


A  small  reduction  in  total  acreage  of  fall  and  winter  truck  crops  for 
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market  may  result  in  reduced  supplies  of  these  vegetables  and  tend  to  maintain 
prices  at  a  level  slightly  above  that  of  lsst  winter.    Extensive  freeze  damage 
reported  in  south  central  Texas  is  expected  to  further  reduce  supplies.    Bur  ng 
the  month  ending  November  13,  however,  there  has  been  a  slight  general  declj  ie  in 
wholesale  prices  for  nearly  all  truck  crops  except  onions  and  tomatoes. 

POTATOES 

Market  prices  advance 

Market  prices  of  all  varieties  of  potatoes  except  Russet  Burbanks  have  ad- 
vanced slightly  in  recent  weeks.    By  mid-November  the  price  of  Green  Mountains 
had  advanced  about  20  cents  per  100-pound  bag  at  New  York,  while  Russets  de- 
clined about  7  cents.      At  Chicago-,  prices  of  Red  McC lures  in  mid-November  aver- 
aged about  7  cents  higher  than  a  month  earlier,  while  Russet  Burbanks  declined 
about  4  cents  per  100  pounds.      Prices    of  all  varieties  at  important  shipping 
points  advanced  slightly  during  recent  weeks,  with  prices  of  Round  Whites  at 
Rochester  making  the  greatest  gain. 

The  harvest  of  potatoes  in  the  late  States  is  about  completed  and  yields 
per  acre  have  not  turned  out  as  high  as  expected  earlier  in  the  season.  Dry 
weather  during  the  latter  part  of  the  growing  season  in  some  of  the  central 
States  reduced  yields  considerably.    The  United  States  crop  is  indicated  to  be 
392  million  bushels  as  of  November  1,  compared  with  330  million  bushels  produced 
last  year  and  the  1928-3  2  average  of  372  million  bushels.    The  late  crop  was 
reduced  by  about  7  million  bushels  in  October  and  is  now  indicated  to  total  317 
million  bushels,  or  about  40  million  bushel's  more  than  in  1936  and  17  million 
more  than  the  average  for  1928-32.     Production  in  the    8  eastern  late  States  is 
111  million  bushels,  or  nearly  5  million  more  than  last  year;  in  the  10  cent  *al 
States  it  is  115  million  bushels  or  24  million  more,  and  in  the  12  western  S  ates 
about  91  million  bushels  or  approximately  11  million  more  than  in  1936. 

Outlook  for  1938 


Because  of  the  increased  production  this  season,  potato    prices  are  con- 
siderably below  those  of  last  season.    As  pointed  out  in  the  Bureau's  potato 
outlook  report,  released  November  8,  these  lower  prices  are  expected  to  about 
offset  the  effect  of  the  higher  prices  received  in  1936,  and  cause  growers  to 
plant  about  the  same  number  of  acres  to  potatoes  in  1938  as  they  did  in  1937. 
It  is  probable  that  producers  in  the  early  and  intermediate  States  will  decree se 
plantings  in  1938  but  these  decreases  probably  will  be  offset  by  slight  increases 
in  the  late  States.    A  total  United  States  acreage  in  1938  about  the  same  as  in 
1937,  with  average  yields,  would  result  in  a  total  potato  crop  of  about  365 
million  bushels. 
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Potatoes:  Acreage  and  production,  aver a?0  1928-32,  annual  1934-37 


Item 


:  Ave rase 
1928-32 

T  "37odo~ 

:  acres 


Acreage :  : 
Early:  •  : 

Total   :  390,0 

Commercial   •  I58.S 

Other  231.2 

Intermediate:  •  : 

Total   : .  .  . :     340.Q  _ 

Commercial  .....-...:  ihj.U 

Other   :  196.6 

18  Surplus  late  States: : 

Total     ;iiI$6.Q  

3  Eastern   . :  620.0 

5'Central   rl.O^.O 

10  Western   :  521.O 

12  Other  late  States:  : 

Total   ;  401.0 

30  Late  States  combined: 2 , 597 . 0 
37  Late  and  inter-  •  : 

mediate  States  .... .;2. 937.0 
United  States  total; 3, 327.0 


Production:  : 
Early:  : 

Total   : 

Commercial  : 

Other   

Intermediate:  : 

Total  : 

Commercial   : 

Other   : 

18  Surplus  .late  States  : 

Total   : 

3  Eastern   : 

5  Central   : 

10  Western   : 

12  Other  late  States  : 

Total   : 

30  Late  States  combined: 
37  Late  and  intermediate: 

States   • 

United  States  total  : 


;  193^ 

!      1935  \ 

1936 

: Indicated 
:   1937  1/ 

1.000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

acres 

acres 

acres 

acres 

Ujl.O 

!+!Z-0 

390.0 

440.0 

153.6 
•  272;U 

136.2 
■ -280.3 

I.36.3 
253  •  7 

132.6 
257.4 

.    ...333 -0 

■ ■  322.0 

•302.0 

3  20 . 0 

•  1U1.2 
191.8 

121.2 
200.8 

118.0 
134.0 

128  7 
191  3 

2,35_l-0: 

_J2_j0^p  

637.0 
1,136.0 
532.0 

1.967  .'6 

2,06_5.4 

•  666.0- 

•  1,156.0 

533-0 

579.0 
907.0 

481.1 

611.0 
930.0 
524.4 

•  473;0 
2,802.0 

U97.O 
2,302.0- 

■399.1 
2,366.2 

393.5 
2,463.9 

■  3, 166.0 

3^  124.0 

2, 668 . 2 

2,783-9 

3.597.0 

3.5U1.0 

3,058.2 

3,223.9 

■  1 , 000 • 
bushels 

■  ■  • 1,000 
"bushels 

1,000 
bushels 

1 ,000 
bushels 

36t6§l_._ 

33,799 

26, 100 

37,256 

19,274 
17,377 

14,035 
■19,764 

13,377 
12,723 

20,370 
16, 836 

32,279 

^4 , q4o 

•  26,187 

36,969 

1,000 
bushels 


3UXL 
16,733 

15.929 


•  39,212 

22,54-0    20,0^5  13,4ll  16,513  19,761 

16.672  12,244  16,529  9,669  17,208 

260,473  291,311  271,020  240.254  278.913 

96.673  126,641  91,766  96,663  101,721 
90,081  96,017  96,783  64,670  87,023 
73,719    69,153  82,471  73,916  90,169 

39,713    45,364  46,621  37,456  33,569 

300,18b  337,175  317,641  277,710  317,482 

339.393  369.454  352,581  303.897  354,451 

372,115  406,105  ■     386,330  329,997  391,707 


1/    Acreage,  indications  as  of  July  1;  production  indications  as  of  November  1 
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Potatoes:     Shipping  point  and  terminal  market  prices  per  100-pound 
sack,  specified  weeks,  19.35-37 


Week  ended 

iyob  : 

1937 

jjocauion  ana  variety  ; 

Nov.  : 

Oct.  : 

Oct.  : 

Oct.  : 

Nov.  : 

Nov, 

14  : 

16  : 

23  : 

30  : 

6  : 

13 

Dols. J 

Dols. 

Dols. 

Dol  s . 

Dols. 

DOl  S  . 

Shipping  points:  ; 

jj.o.o.  usual  uerms  j 

~W  OY1  TAVl      H  "  V*  Pi  r\  V*         ^  n  A  n  *V"t                                                       -  1 

1.  OD  : 

y ;  .=80 

.92 

.90 

.86 

.90 

vv aero ac a,  wis.  ! 

1.52  : 

.'  .75 

.81 

.84 

.85 

.82 

1.44 

>  EC 

.  oy 

a  a 
•  Ob 

AR 

AR 
.  o«j 

Rochester,  N.  Y.  

1.  (6  \ 

.  f  O 

•  by 

no 

.  y<d 

QQ' 

RQ 

i! »  o .  d  .  casii  uracK.  , 

San  Luis  Valley,  Colo  ..: 

1. 69  : 

:  .69 

•  '  .75 

.74 

.75 

.74 

Platte  Valley  points,  Nebr.   

;  1.77 

I           .  O/u 

CO 

♦  by 

AA 

•  DO 

C.'Z 

•  oo 

AA 

.    1.  (t±  i 

,        •  bo 

.  (d 

.by 

•  <  X 

AR 
.  OO 

Cash,  to  grower 

Waupaca,  Wis  • 

'  1.21  , 

:  .50 

.  54 

.55 

.55 

.58 

;  .35 

.50 

.  52 

.48 

.49 

Rochester,  N.  Y  

:  1.45 

;  .Or 

AT 
.  DO 

A7 

.  O  ( 

.70 

.  80 

.    1  •  Dl 

A  Q 

.  ^±b 

AA 

AA 

.  *±o 

l  e  rmi  n  ai  mai  Jrte  us; 

ijew  lone  uity~ 

Excluding  Russet  Bur banks  •  

:  2.04 

:  .96 

1.14 

1.14 

1.16 

1.15 

:  1.85 

1.86 

1.85 

1.85 

1.78 

Chi  cago : 

Excluding  Russet  Bur  "banks  .and 

Colo.  McClures   

l  1.80 

:  1.03 

1.12 

1.13 

1.09 

1.06 

•  2.52 

!  1.43 

1.47 

1.41 

1.42 

1.39 

Colo.  McClures   

•  2.49 

:  1.36 

1.43 

1,51 

1.47 

1.43 

SWESTP0TATOES 

It  is  believed  that  sweetpotato  prices  have  about  reached  the  season's 
low  point.     It  is  indicated  that  the  low  point  at  New  York  was  reached  during 
the  week  ending  October  30,  when  the  average  was  56  cents  per  bushel.  During 
the  first  2  weeks  of  November,  New  York  prices  advanced  to  75  cents  per  bushel 
and  compares  with  70  cents  a  month  earlier  and  78  cents  a  year  ago.    At  Chicago, 
sweetpotato  prices  continued  to  decline  slightly  during  the  last  5  weeks, 
reaching  an  average  of  $1.10  per  bushel  during  the  week  ending  November  13, 
the  lowest  for  the  season  so  far.     Chicago  sweetpotato  prices  averaged  $1.13  per 
bushel  in  mid-October,  while  a  year  ago  they  averaged  $1.34* 
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Production  of  sweetpotatoes  indicated  as  of  November  1  totaled 
73,774,000  bushels,  compared  "with  64,144,000  bushels  last  year  and  66,368,000 
bushels  the  1928-32  average. 

The  outlook  for  1938 


Experience  of  the  past  indicates  that  the  acreage  planted  to  sweet- 
potatoes  in  the  South  is  closely  associated  with  cotton  prices  of  the 
previous  year.    Because  of  the  relatively  low  prices  being  received  for 
cotton  this  season,  the  outlook  is  for,  a  material  increase  in  the  acreage 
planted  to  sweetpotatoes  in  1938  -  perhaps  as  much  as  20  percent  above  that 
planted  in  1937.     With  average  yields  the  increased  acreage  would  result  in 
a  production  of  about  88  million  bushels. 


Sweetpotatoes:     Acreage  and  production,  by  regions,  average 

1928-32,  annual  1934-37 


Group 


Four  Central  Atlantic  States: 

(IT. J.  ,Del.  ,Md. ,  and  Va.)   

Four  Lower  Atlantic  States : 

(H.C.,  S.C.,  Ga.,  and  Fla.)  ... 
Eight  South  Central  States : 

(Ky.,  Tenn. ,  Ala. , Miss.,  Ark., 

La.,  Okla. ,  and  Tac )   

Other  States: 

(Ind. ,  111. ,  la.  ,Mo.  ,Kans. , Calif) 
Total  United  States   


Four  Central  Atlantic  States: 

(IT.  J.  ,Del.  ,Md. ,  and  Va.)  .... 
Four  Lower  Atlantic  States: 

(ff.C,  S.C.,  Ga.,  end  Fla. )  .. 
Eight  South  Central  States : 
(Ky.,  Tenn.,  Ala. , Miss. , Ark. , 

La.,  Okla.,  and  Tex.)   

Other  States: 

(Ind.,  111.,  Ia.,  Mo.,  Kans., 

and  Calif.)   

Total  United  States   


5-year  : 
average  : 
1928-32  : 

1934  : 

1935  : 

1936 

:  1937  1/ 

Acres 

Acreage 
Acres  Acres 

Acres 

Acres 

66 

66 

70 

68 

69 

256 

311 

315 

262 

264 

414 

538 

538 

451 

450 

38 

43 

46 

41 

43 

771 

958 

969 

822 

826 

1,000 
bushels 

production 
1 , 000      1 , 000        1 , 000 
bushels  bushels  bushe 

1,000 
Ls  bushels 

8,205 

7,650 

8,481 

8,876 

it  9,210 

20,676 

25,420 

27,698 

20,270 

22,095 

33,793      41,093    43,037    31,779  38,399 


3,694        3,119      3,912  5,219 


4,070 


66,368      77,482    83,128    64,144  73,774 


U  July  est  imate. 

2/  November  1  estimate. 
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TRUCK  CROPS  FOR  MARKET 

Winter  vegetable  acre are  slightly  reduced 

Tall  and  winter  acreage  of  track  crops  for  market  —  grown  nostly  in 
southern  Florida,  the  Norfolk  section  of  Virginia,  Louisiana,  Texas,  Arizona, 
and  southern  California  —  shows  a  net  reduction  of  ahout  3  percent  compared 
with  last  year's  acreage  of  these  crops,  hut  plantings  are  still  about  one-' 
fifth  above  the  1928-32  average  figure,  according  to  November  1  reports. 

The  total  estimated  acreage  of  13  truck  crops  for  the  1933  season,  which 
is  now  opening,  is  135,610  acres,  compared  with  190,550  last  year,  and  a  5-year 
average  of  154,350  acres.     Increased  plantings  for  the  coming  season  are  indi- 
cated for  carrots,  eggplant,  lettuce,  early  onions,  and  green  peppers,  hut 
these  are  offset  by  decreases  for  snap  "beans ,  cahhage,  cauliflower,  celery, 
cucumbers,  spinach,  and  tomatoes.     So  far  as  forecasts  of  production  are  avail- 
able at  this  early  date,  compared  with  the  fall  and  winter  crops  of  a  year  ago  ■ 
there  prohahly  will  he  fewer  snap.:  Deans  and  less  caul  if  lower,  spinach,  and 
tomatoes,  hut  larger  supplies  of  carrots,  celery,  cucumbers,  eggplant,  kale 
and  green  peppers.     Production  of- fall  and  early  cahhage,  early  lettuce,  ar  . 
early  onions  will  not  he  estimated  until  a  subsequent  date. 

Preliminary  surveys  indicate  that  plantings  of  fall  vegetable  crops  n 
Atascosa,  Dimmit,  Maverick,  and  Zavala  counties  in  south-central  Texas  are 
practically  a  complete  loss  as  a  result  of  freezing  temperatures  on  ITovemhe.-  20. 
For  the  entire  State,  damage  to  fall  vegetable  production  is  estimated  as 
follows:     snap  beans,  20  percent;     eggplant,  33  percent;     green  pepaers,  60  ] per- 
cent;    and  tomatoes,  50  percent.     The  estimates  allow  for  salvage  where  crops 
were  protected  by  foliage.     Solid  carlo t  shipments  from  this  region  during  the 
remainder  of  the  fall  season  prohahly  will  he  light. 

Compared  with  a  month  ago,  Y;holesale  prices  in  city  markets  have  declined 
very  noticeahly  for  fall  asparagus,  broccoli,  cahhage,  carrots,  cauliflower, 
celery,  lettuce,  and  green  peas,  chiefly  "because  of  the  increasing  supplies 
of  most  o  f  these  products  from  the  South  and  West.     Some  arrivals  of  winter 
vegetahles  have  already  been  reported  from  Cuba  and  Puerto  Rico.  Wholesale 
prices  advanced  during  the  month  for  such  commodities  as  onions,  green  peppers, 
and  tomatoes.     The  Few  York  City  market  also  declined  on  beans,  cucumhers, 
eggplant,  spinach  and  turnips,  but  prices  of  sweetpotatoes  advanced.  Compared 
with  a  year  ago,  large  terminal  markets  report  about  as  many  vegetables  sell- 
ing higher  as  there  are  selling  lower. 

■  ■ 

Situation  in  Cuba  and  Mexico 


Plantings  of  winter  vegetahles  in  Cuba  have  been  completed,  and  the 
total  acreage  prohahly  is  less  than  the  40,900  acres  planted  last  season  he- 
cause  of  unfavorable  weather  conditions  at  planting  time.     Total  exports  of 
tomatoes  are  estimated  tentatively  at  1,200,000  lugs,  compared  with  1,643,0'  3 
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lugs  in  the  1936-37  season.    Plantings  of  potatoes  exceed  the  15,300  acres  of 
last  season,  "but  this  is  not  an  important  export  crop.     It  is  expected  that 
the  acreage  of  lina  "beans,  eggplant,  green  peppers,  okra,  and  other  vegetables 
will  he  about  the  sane  as  last  year,  hut  recent  rejjorts  from  Cuba  indicate 
a  reduction  of  one- sixth  in  the  acreage  of  cucumbers.    With  continued  favor- 
able growing  weather,  however,  the  total  vegetable  tonnage  may  be  almost  as 
great  as  last  season. 

Definite  information  is  not  yet  available  concerning  plantings  in 
the  Mexican  West  Coast  vegetable  region,  but  recent  reports  indicate  that 
plantings  of  tomatoes  will  exceed  the  14,400  acres  planted  in  late  1936  by  a 
wide  margin.     The  area  utilized  for  green  peas,  peppers, and  snap  beans 
probably  will  be  smaller  than  that  of  last  season. 

Outlook  for  1933 


Production  of  commercial  truck  crops  in  the  United  States  in  1938  i 
expected  to  equal  or  slightly  exceed  the  record  volume  of  1937,  if  yields 
are  about  average.     Acreage  increases  in  1938  are  expected  for  lettuce,  onions, 
and  lima  beans,  with  most  other  commodities  holding  close  to  the  levels  of 
the  1937  harvested  acreage.     Some  decrease  in  cabbage  acreage  is  probable  in 
the  late  domestic  and  Danish  areas  as  a  reaction  to  the  increased  production 
and  low  prices  of  1937.     ?or  the  second  successive  year,  a  volume  record  was 
established  in  1937  in  the  production  of  commercial  truck  crops  for  fresh 
market  shipment.     The  total  tonnage  was  3  percent  above  the  previous  record 
made  in  1936  and  12  percent  above  the  5-year  (.1928-32)  average. 

Another  record  production  of  commercial  vegetable  crops  is  imminent  in 
19  38,  and  this  probably  will  result  in  forcing  price  levels  downward,  since 
some  decline  is  expected  in  consumer  buying  power.    Because  of  the  large  pro- 
duction in  1937  of  cabbage,  green  peas,  tomatoes,  spinach,  and  watermelons, 
part  of  these  crops  was  left  unharvested  in  some  areas,  prices  being  so  low 
that  they  would  not  return  the  marketing  costs.     One  important  factor  that 
will  tend  to  reduce  the  price  level  of  fresh  vegetables  in  1933  is  the  carry- 
over of  heavy  stocks  of  canned  peas,  snap  beans,  sweet  corn,  lima  beans,  and 
other  vegetables  into  the  1938  marketing  season,     further  competition  will  be 
experienced  on  account  of  the  increase  in  "frozen"  vegetable  supplies  in  193V. 

Acreage  indications  as  of  October  1  for  11  commercial  truck  crops  from 
which  production  will amove  to  market  during  the  coming  winter  and  early  spring 
months  showed  a  decrease  of  6  percent  below  the  preceding  year.     The  total 
acreage  for  these  early  vegetable  crops,  however,  was  indicated  to  be  46  per- 
cent above  average.     Increases  for  1938  over  the  previous  year  '-ere  indica  3d 
in  the  acreage  of  carrots,  eggplant,  and  pepacrs,  while  decreases  were  re- 
ported in  the  acreage  of  artichokes,  snap  beans,  cabbage,  cauliflower,  cel<  ry, 
cucumbers,   spinach,  and  tomatoes.     The  growers'   intentions  report,  dated 
October  1,  1937,  indicates  that  the  acreage  of  asparagus  for  harvest  in  1923 
has  been  increased  4  percent.     A  slight  general  decrease  in  acreages  of 
vegetables  as  reported  by  the  southern  States  is  expected  to  be  more  than  of  '- 
set  by  increases  in  the  intermediate  and  late  groups  of  States. 
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Truck  crops:  Commercial  acreage  and  production  for  market,  average  1928-32, 
annual  1937  and  1933,  as  indicated  November  1 


Commodity 
and 
group  


Acreage 


Production 


Average  : 
1923-32  : 

ly37 

Prelim. : 

1938  : 

Unit  , 

Average : 
1928-32: 

1937 

:  Prelim. 
:  1938 

Acres 

Acres 

Acres  : 

1 , 000 

12,000 

21,100 

15,000: 

bush. : 

1,013 

1,986 

1,187 

810 

2,800 

2,100- 

— 

( report  due 

in 

a  {  ;  OoL) 

ob , 200 

51 ,300 : 

December) 

1,000 

o ,  230 

10 , 850 

11 ,300 

bush . 

1,831 

4,666 

A  OA 

1,000 

n    d  n  a 

/ ,  y  yu 

O     ""Z  C^A 

8 ,  ooO 

O        A  A 

8  ,  oUU 

crat  es 

2,261 

2,501 

C  ,  Cj  1  ft 

n    i  oa 
/  ,  loU 

±U , oUO 

n    ha  A 
y ,  /OU 

.     1 , 240 

1,700 

1,000 

1,180 

1,600 

1,300 

bush . 

:  93 

64 

78 

1 , 170 

1 ,  ^50 

1 ,450 

ff 

:  ■  210 

245 

256 

-l      Ci  O  A 

i ,  y20 

1 ,050 

1 ,050 

766 

430 

441 

49 , 740 

35,200 

40,200 

.  (report 

due  in 

December ) 

23,060 

24,550 

*27 ,710 

:      (report  dis  in  April) 

1,000 

2,010 

3,600 

4,500 

bush. 

:  406 

640 

765 

2,940 

3  ,000 

2,700 

tt 

:  888 

945 

878 

4,010 

10,700 

9,000 

256 

481 

455 

154,850 

190,650 

185,610 

Beans,  snap,  Pall  l/ 
Cabbage : 

Fall  2/  

Early  3/   


Carrots  ,  Pall  4/  . .  .  . 
Cauliflower : 

Pall  &  winter  5/  . . 
Celery: 

Pall  &  winter  4/  . . 
Cucumbers : 

Pall  67   


Eggplant: 

Fall  1/    

Kale  : 

Fall  and  winter  7_/ 
Lettuce : 

Early  8/  . 
Oniong : 

Early  9/  . 
Peppers,  green: 


Fall  1/ 
Spinach: 

Fall  7/  . 
Tomatoes : 
Fall  1/  . 

Total  to 
date 


1/  Florida  and  Texas.  2/  South  Carolina  and  Virginia. 

3/  California,  Florida,  Louisiana  and  Texas.  4/  California. 

5/  Arizona,  California,  Oregon  and  Texas.  6/  Florida. 

7/  Virginia.  8/  Arizona,  California,  Florida  and  Texas. 

9/  Louisiana,  Texas,  and  California.        */  Growers'  intended  acreage. 
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Truck  crops:  Wholesale  pr ice s  at  -Fe;v  Yor k;,;  average s_  f or  specified  weeks,  1956~57 

Week  ende  d  -  

Commodity 


Asparagus,  medium  . 

Beans ,  lima   

Beans,  snap,  green 

Beets,  topped   

Broccoli,  eastern  . 

"  ,  western  . 
Cabbage ,  southern  . 

"    Danish,  E.  .. 
Carrots,  Calif.  . .  . 
Carrots,  eastern  .. 
Cauliflower ,  east . 
Celery,  eastern  . 

"     ,  western  . 
Cucumbers,  southern 

fancy  grade  . . . 
Eggplant ,  fancy  . . 
Lettuce,  Iceberg  , 
Onions,  yellows  .. 

"     ,  Valeneias 
Pea3 ,  green ,  west . 
Pepuers,  Florida  . 

Spinach   

Sweetpotatoes  .... 
Tomatoes,  Calif.  . 
Turnips   


Unit 

:  1936 

:  1937 

Nov.  14 

:0ct.  16: 

Oct.  23 

:0ct.  30:Hov.  6:Nov.  13 

Dols-. 

Pols 

Dols. 

Dols . 

Dols  . 

Dols  . 

Crate 

4.40' 

4.25 

3. 88 

4.12 

4.22 

4.15 

: 

.  4.10 

4.54 

3.88 

3'.  58 

Bushe 1 

1.65 

— 

2.46 

2.65 

3.18 

2.11 

Bushel 

.  .42- 

.    .  .40^ 

.40 

.  .40 

.40 

.40 

Crate 

.96; 

1.45 

1.60 

1.46 

1.32 

r.  is 

Crate 

2.48 

2.71 

3.14 

2.88 

2.^8 

2 . 10 

50  pounds 

.72 

i/i.bo 

1/1.25 

:  ,28 

"M 1    rl  e 

•  to 

:  .58 

.51 

.  .55 

.54 

48 

Lctc .  crt .  ' 

2.86 

:  2.75 

2.88 

2.88 

2.78 

1 .50 

Bushel 

.70 

.GO 

.58 

.58 

.58 

.58 

Crate 

1.00 

2.72 

2.35 

1.57 

1.02 

,93 

2/3  crate 

1.65 

2.15 

2.12 

2.35 

2.02 

2.09 

1/2  crate  : 

2.83 

: 

— 

— 

2.72 

2..  15 

Bushel  : 

3.27 

3.19 

3.40 

3.67 

3.55 

2.98 

Crate  : 

2.60 

:  3.67 

rz  AO 

3.90 

4.10 

3.40 

4-5  dz.crt. 

2.99 

!-  2.85 

2.48 

2.44 

2.58 

2,45 

50 -lb.  sk.: 

.51 

1.06 

1.11 

1.17 

1.12 

1 . 10 

50 -lb.  sk. 

1.07 

.  1.27 

1.35 

1.33 

1.28 

1,50 

Bushel 

3.00 

2.99 

2.99 

2.65 

2.56 

2*  5 ) 

Crate  : 

2.28 

2 . 12 

2.92 

3»0f. 

Bushel 

■  .48 

.64 

.59 

.46 

.45 

.48 

Bushel  : 

.78  • 

.70 

.65 

.56 

.76 

■  .75 

Lug  box  : 

2.15 

.  1.50 

1.79 

1.86 

1.90 

2.  HQ 

Bushel  : 

.41 

.54 

.47 

.42 

.42 

/  p 

Truck  crops:  Wholesale  prices  at  Chicago,  average  s_  J  'or  specified  weeks,  1956-5  ? 

Week  ended  - 


Commodity 

Unit 

1936 

1937 

Nov.  14 

Oct.  16 

Oct.  23 

:0ct.  30 

6:Nov.  13 

-Dols. 

Dols. 

Dols. 

Dols. 

Dols 

Dol  3 . 

Asparagus ,  medium  . . 

Crate 

5.14 

9.17 

4.75 

3.74 

3.82 

3.98 

Beans,  snap,  green  .. 

Bushel 

1.53  • 

1.92 

2.50 

2.60 

2.75 

2.e3 

Beets,  topped   

Bushel 

.32 

:  .26 

.25 

.30 

.32 

.  -0 

Broccoli ,  western  . , 

Pony  crate 

2.24 

2.62 

2.65 

2.12 

1.  '8 

Cabbage,  domestic  ., 

100  lbs. 

1.12 

1.09 

1.11 

1.07 

1.09 

1.  >5 

Carrots,  western  ... 

.  Letc.  crt. 

.     2 . 14 

2.38 

2.62 

2.42 

2.28 

2,  MS 

"      ,  central  . . . 

:  Bushel 

.45 

.45 

.39 

•  .38 

.34 

,  & 

Cauliflower,  west.  . 

Pony  crate 

1.08 

1.77 

1.86 

1.38 

1.26 

1.jl6 

"             ,  Mich.  . 

:  Crate 

1.10 

1.90 

2.00 

1.51 

1.35 

1.22 

Celery,  Michigan  ... 

.  Sq.  crate 

:  .68 

.52 

.56 

.62 

.56 

.48 

"    ,  Calif  

:  1/2  crate 

.  2.48 

2.71 

2.53 

l.,©0 

Cucumbers,  Fla  

:  Bushel 

2.70 

3.52 

3.28 

3.62 

3.59 

Eggplant , Florida  . . . 

:lg  bu. crt . 

.  2.42 

3.75 

4.42 

4.10 

Lettuce,  Iceberg  ... 

:4-5  dz.crt. 

2.51 

.  2.42 

2.10 

2.06 

2.27 

2.02 

Onions,  yellow   

:  50-lb.sk. 

.40 

:  .75 

.80 

.86 

.90 

.8P 

Continued  - 


TVS-11 


-.10  - 


Cont 1 d 

Truck  crops;     Wholesale  prices  at  Chicago,  averages  for  specified  weeks,  1936-37 / 

.  :  Week  ended 


Commodity 

Unit 

1936  . 

1937 

Nov.  14; 

Oct.  16: 

Oct.  23:0ct. 

30:Nov. 

6:  Nov.  13 

.  Dols. 

.  Dols. 

Dols. 

Dols. 

Dols. 

Dols. 

Peas,  green,  west. 

:  Bushel 

:  2.70 

:  2.74 

2.88 

2.80 

2.68 

2.50 

Peppers, Tex. &  Calif 

:  1"2  "bush, 
lg  bush. 

:  1.78 

:  1.66 

1.84 

2.10 

2.54 

2.44 

"        PI  a  ;. 

.     2.16  . 

2.17 

2.47 

3.15 

Spinach,  Wash.  .... 

:  20-lb.crt. 

:  1.18 

1.10 

1.09 

•  1.20 

1.33 

Central  .. 

:  Bushel 

.64  . 

:  .58 

.62 

.-60 

.58 

.54 

Sweetpotatoes   

,  Bushel 

:    1 . 34 

.  1.13 

1.12 

1.12 

1.11 

1.10 

Tomatoes,  Calif.  .. 

:  Lug  box 

:  2.50 

.  1.44 

1.90 

1.88 

1.66 

2/1.56 

Turnips,  topped  ... 

:  Bushel  ; 

:  .38 

!   '  .68 

.68 

,68 

.72 

.73 

1/  Quotation  for  one  day  only.    ~g[  Generally  fair  quality  and  condition. 


TRUCK  CROPS  FOR  COMMERCIAL  MANUFACTURE 

Outlook  for  1938 


The  total  supply  of  canned  vegetables  for  1937-38  is  expected  to  be  15 
to  20  percent  above  that  of  last  year.     I.t  appears  to  be  somewhat  larger  than 
necessary  to  provide  for  normal  domestic  consumption  in  1937-38  and  to  replenish 
carry-over  stocks,  which  reached  unusually  low  levels  at  the  beginning  of  the 
1936-37  marketing  year  and  continued  low  into  the  .1937-38  season. 


Chiefly  because  of  this  large  supply,  average  wholesale  prices  of  canned 
vegetables  are  currently  from  20  to  25  percent  below  the  level  of  a  year  ago. 
These  lower  prices  in  turn  are  likely  to  .cause  canners  to  contract  with  growers 
for  less  acreage  in  1938  than  in  1937.  The  level  of  wholesale  prices  of  canned 
vegetables  in  December  and  January  has,  in  the  past,  exerted  a  considerable  in- 
fluence upon  the  prices  at  which  canners  will  offer  to  contract  acreage  in  the 
following  season. 

Although  acreage  planted  in  1937  appears  to  be  only  about  2  percent 
above  that  of  1936,  production  has  risen  approximately  15  percent  because  of 
increased  yields.     This  slight  expansion  in  acreage  constituted  a  break  in  the 
5-year  cycle  (3  years  of  expansion  followed  by  2  of  contraction)  which  has 
characterized  these  crops  in  the  past.    With  the  present  heavy  supplies  of 
canned  vegetables  and  relatively  low  prices,  the  typical  downward  movement  of 
acreage  may  be  resumed  in. 1938. 

Supplies  of  three  of  the  major  canned  vegetables,  snap  beans,'  sweet 
corn,  and  green  peas,  are  considerably  larger  than  in  1936,  and  current  prices 
are  lower.     Supplies  of  canned  tomatoes  are  at  approximately  the  level  of  1936-37, 
and  prices  are  about  the  same  as  a  year  ago.-    Tomato  supplies  would  have  been 
larger  but  for  the  fact  that  unfavorable  growing  conditions  in  August  and 
September  reduced  yields,  so  that  the  production  of  tomatoes  was  indicated  on 
October    1  to  be  about  10  percent  below  that  of  1936.    For  most  of  the  minor 
canning  crops.,  the  situation  parallels  that  of  canning  crops  in  general. 


